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"Wk have on several occasions directed the at- 
tention of our readers to the mighty movement 
that is now agitating the minds of men, on the 
subject of religion. It was natural that we 
should do so, for it was this which called our 
journal into existence, and it is this which gives 
it any interest that it possesses. We have looked 
at the great movement of religious opinion, can- 
didly and dispassionately. We have not at- 
tempted to conceal the real facts, but rather have 
aimed at showing them just as they really are. 
We have not pretended that the changes in reli- 
gion which thus arise, are all upon one side ; on 
the contrary, we have repeatedly called attention 
to the remarkable fact, that each side succeeds in 
making converts from the other — converts re- 
markable either for their number or their impor- 
tance. 

In the introductory article in our first num- 
ber we said : — 

" It is a notorious fact, that a conTUlsive movement 
of religious opinion is in progress, such as these coun- 
tries have not witnessed for three hundred years. It 
does not exist merely in one locality, nor is it confined 
to a particular class of men j on the contrary, it has 
spread, like an electric current, to the remotest corners 
of the empire, and has pervaded all ranks of society. 
The Premier Duke of England in his ancestral castle, 
the learned professor in the time-honoured University 
of Oxfcrd, the peasant in the lonely wilds of Connemara 
and Kerry, have alike felt its influence, and bent be- 
neath its power. . . . We are daily informed that 
some fresh individuals, few or many, hare relinquished 
their old religious belief^that a Koman Catholic has 
become a Protestant, or a Protestant has become a Ro- 
man Catholic." 

In the article on " Conversions and Perver- 
sions," in our third number (March), we put it in 
the same light : — 

' ' The wonder is, that these conversions take place on 
both sides ; Protestants have become Romanists^ and Ro- 
manists have become Protestants." 

And if we have thus fairly stated the facts, 
with perfect impartiality, we trust we have also 
dealt with those facts in a calm and Christian 
spirit. Immediately after the passage above 
quoted, we went on thus : — 

" Now, we do not mean to dispute the sincerity of 
either party in their change. The spirit in which this 
joumalisconducted.doesnotallowus to impute unworthy 
motives, nor are we at all disposed to do so. . . . 
Let others act as they will, we, in this journal, are de- 
termined not to seek for truth in abusing our opponents 
instead of arguing with them ; for the sincerity of their 
motives, we know that they must give an account to 
God. All we are concerned with is, what reason each 
can give for his change of religion." 

We trust we have never, in any instance, lost 
sight of this rule of conduct which we then pro- 
posed to ourselves. 

It was this great stirring of the opinions and 
minds of men that brought our journal into 
being ; and, feeling that our undertaking is the 
child of such a mighty movement of opinions, 
it is natural that we should call attention to its 
facts. 

Here we must necessarily, though unwillingly, 
take a more partial view (in the present article) 
of this movement. While hundreds, in England, 
chiefly from the clergy and the higher classes of 
society, have joined themselves to the Roman 
Church, in Ireland it has been wholly different. 
We have already, in the article on " Conversions 
and Perversions," in number 3, considered the 
comparative importance of the conversions which 
have taken place in the two countries ; and our 
present object is to direct attention to the facts 
as they exist in Ireland. 



That there is a great stir going on, and that 
thousands, and tens of thousands, are actually 
changing their religion in Ireland, is a notorious 
fact. And here we may repeat an observation 
we have made before, that where there are so 
many changers in religion, there must be a vast 
multitude more who are thinking about religion. 

This striking fact is now admitted on all hands. 
The Dublin Evening Post, a paper no way 
favourable to Protestantism, thus spoke of it 
November 11, 1851 : — 

"We learnfromuKQrESTioNABLE Catholic AUTHO- 
RITY, that the success of the proselytizers, in almost every 
part of the country, and we are told in the metropolis, is 
beyond all that the worst misgivings could have dreamt of. 
There is not only no use in denying these statements, but it 
would be an act of treachery to the best interests of the 
Catholic Church to conceal them, or even to pass the 
matter over as a thing of no great moment." 

The Tablet is the newspaper of Dr. CuUen 
and the Roman Catholic priests and clergy ; and 
the Tablet of Nov. 8, 1851, thus speaks: — 

" We repeat that it is not Tuam, nor Cashel, nor Ar- 
magh, that are the chief seats of successful proselytism, 
but this very city (Dublin) in which we live." 

The fact must have been very notorious and 
undeniable, when it is thus confessed by the 
leading Roman Catholic newspapers. Of course 
they would deny such a thing if they could. 

We have lately learned a fact, upon good au- 
thority, which shows how this movement is ex- 
tending. Dr. Plunket, the Bishop of Tuam, has 
held confirmations through the diocesa of Tuam, 
in each of the years 1849, 1851, 1852. In those 
three years he has confirmed in the faith of the 
Church of England and Ireland, in that one dio- 
cess alone, no less than two thousand four 
HUNDRED AND FOURTEEN couverts from the 
Church of Rome ! and this is steadily increasing ; 
for the number confirmed by him this year is 
larger than in either of the former years, being 
eight hundred and forty-one. 

This gives us some idea of the work that is 
going on. The number of converts is, of course, 
much larger than the number of converts con- 
firmed ; and the number who are thinking and 
inquiring about religion must be vastly greater 
than the number of converts. 

We hear two opposite accounts of th^ nature 
and extent of this movement. Some say that all 
these persons are bribed : and that only for the 
bribes there would be no converts at all. Others 
say that only for the fear that the people are in, 
at the consequences of changing — the fear of 
losing employment, and becoming "marked 
men" among the people — the number of converts 
would be tenfold greater. 

We confess we have no faith in accounting for 
all this by bribery. We know of no funds for 
the purpose ; and we do not think so ill of the 
Irish Roman Catholics, as to believe that 
thousands of them could be found in a single 
diocess to sell their religion and their souls for 
paltry bribes. We think this story of the bribes 
an unjustifiable slander on the people of Ireland. 
We know that the penal laws did not get the 
Irish Roman Catholics to change their religion ; 
and we do not believe that money will be any 
more successful. Surely no Roman Catholic 
will be offended at our expressing such an 
opinion ! 

It appears to us that the plain and practical 
way of testing the different reasons which are 
given for these conversions is, to inquire what 
the Irish Roman Catholics do, when they go to 
a place where they are at liberty to do as they 
please, and where it is not pretended that any 
bribery is used. 

Our readers will at once remember how many 
Irish Roman Catholics have gone to America ; 
and we are sure will be anxious to learn whether 
they continue Roman Catholics there. And it 
so happens that we can answer this, by the tes- 
timony of a witness whose testimony nobody can 



question. The Rev. Mr. Mullen, Roman Catho- 
lic Curate of Clonmellon, in Westmeath, is known 
as a man of great ability, and great zeal for his 
church. This Roman Catholic clergyman was 
sent by the bishops of his church to America, on 
a special mission, about a year since. While 
there his natural activity and love of Ireland 
led him to examine closely into the condition of 
the Irish Roman Catholics who have gone to 
America. He wrote home a letter telling how 
he found things ; and this letter was published 
in the Freeman's Journal, a Roman Catholic 
newspaper, about the end of last April. No one can 
suppose that such a man would give a worse ac- 
count of Irish Roman Catholics in America than 
truth required him to give. We, therefore, may 
rely upon his testimony ; and we give his state- 
ment as he gives it himself: — 

"Is there to be no voice raised that will keep the 
people at home, and thus save millions from spiritual 
destruction ? / say millions ; here are my facts : — 

" The present population of the United States is about 
15,000,000, and of these the Catholic Church claims 
only 1,980,000. 

"From the year 1825 to 1844, 1,250,000 left Ireland, 
one million of whom came to America ; the proportion 
of Catholics among them may be fairly estimated at 
800,000. Since that period to the present, the numbers 
who emigrated here from Ireland, at the lowest calcu- 
lation, were 1.500,000; and, taking the Catholics as 
above, we will have in nine years 1,200,000. 

" A large number (say half a million) came from Ger- 
many, some from Italy, France, Belgium, and other 
countries, during the last ten years, half of whom were 
Catholics, say 250,000. 

" Twelve years ago America had a Catholic population 
(according to Dr. England, Bishop of Charleston) of 
1,200,000. Calculating the increase of this number by 
births, at the very small number of 500,000, and adding 
for converts in the larger cities and towns 20,000, wo 
will have the following total : — 

" Catholic emigrants from the year 1825 
to 1844 ... ... ... 800,000 

"Catholic emigrants from tlie your 1844 
to 1852 ... ... ... 1,200,000 

" CathoUc emigrants from other coun- 
tries ... ... ... 250,000 

" American Catholic population 12 years 
ago ... ... ... 1,200,000 

" Increase by births since ... 500,000 

"Number of converts ... ... 20,000 



' Number who ought to be Catholics 
" Number who are Catholics 



3,970,000 
1,980,000 



" Number lost to the Catholic Church 1 ,990,000 
" Say, in round numbers, two jiillions !" 

Incredible as this statement may seem, it 
is impossible to doubt its correctness ; for surely 
nothing but tlie clearest evidence could bring 
such a statement from a priest in whom the 
Irish Roman Catholic bishops place such confi- 
dence, as to intrust him with so important a mis- 
sion. 

It is clear, from this statement, that three- 
fourths of the Irish Roman Catholics, who have 
gone to America in the last twelve years, have 
ceased to be Roman Catholics there. 

There is no charge of bribery there. Such a 
charge would, indeed, be absurd ; for the whole 
public revenue of the United States, if applied 
in bribing converts, would not be suflicient to 
bribe such numbers. No such wholesale system 
of bribery could be practised without being dis- 
covered ; if discovered, or even suspected, the 
Rev. Mr. Mullen would not have failed to have 
held it up to the righteous execration of the 
civilized world. Mr. Mullen makes no charge 
of the kind ; and, therefore, we may be satisfied 
that no shadow of grounds exists for saying that 
all these changes are effected by bribery. 

Here we see what Irish Roman Catholics do 
where no bribes are offered to them, but where 
they are simply left at liberty to do as they please. 

Why should we be surprised if some thousands, 
or ten of thousands, are doing the same thing at 
home ? Why should we say that it must be 
bribery here, when so many more do it there, 
where there is no bribery at all ? 

Let us refrain from slandering our fellow- 
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counbymen ; and let us consider what other 
reason can be given for it. 

We have found, in the Tablet newspaper of 
the 31st of last July, a letter, written by a Ro- 
man Catholic missionaiy priest, employed smong 
the Irish Roman Catholics in America, during 
those very twelve years of which Mr. Mullen 
speaks ; and this missionary thus undertakes to 
account for it : — 

" I declare it as mj own experience of twelve years 
in the western missions, and I appeal far its truth to 
every missionary, of longer or shorter experience, the 
faujt that apostasies from the faith of St. Patrick is 
owing, with scarcely an exception, t» the wont of reli- 
giout instruction in which these unfortunate people were 
literally raised. ... My humble advice, therefore, 
to those whom it may concern, in Ireland, is, teach all 
the children, and many, very many of the adults, the 
Christian doctrine," 

We think this explanation is not far from the 
truth ; but we do not think that it is the truth. 

We never heard of a multitude of men chang- 
ing their religion while they continued in stupid 
ignorance. It is when men's minds begin to 
work, that these things happen. When men 
attain to the first and hardest step in the path 
of knowledge — namely, the knowledge of their 
own ignorance — then they will take some active 
step in the search for truth. We met with a 
remarkable instance of this not long since. We 
SAW an address, signed by 243 Roman Catholic 
heads of families, in a parish in the west of Ire- 
land, and presented by them to the Protestant 
clergyman of that parish. We shall never for- 
get the simple and forcible statement it contained 
— " Wejind that we have lived in ignorance, and 
that we are like to die in the same." And they 
asked him to build them a church, and to give 
them instruction. Their request was complied 
with, and they now learn from him the Word of 
God. 

ii, was not their ignorance that led them to 
this, but the discovert they had made of their 
ignorance. 

We have now shown, from unquestionable tes- 
timony, what is going' on in Ireland and in 
America. In such a state of things discussion 
and inquiry is essential and inevitable. Our 
journal was established to afford a means of this 
discussion; and the manner in which Roman 
Catholic laymen have come forward for such dis- 
cussion in our pages, is not the least remarkable 
eign of the times. 

It has been our endeavour heretofore, and will 
be for the time to come, to conduct this discus- 
sion as sincere lovers of truth, and in a spirit of 
Christian love towards all our follow-country- 
men. 



THE TOUCHSTONE. 
(CoQtinued rrom page 69.) 

Objection 9 — Protestants, to justify their revolt 
from the old Church, affirm, tliat she had revolted from 
God, and that God Almighty had cast her off. 

Their own Bible assures them that God Almighty 
hai made a solemn oath, that this should never be 
(^Isaiah liv. 9, 10)— .4s / have smorn, that the waters of 
I/bah thould no more go over the earth ; so I have sworn, 
that I would tiot he wroth with thee (the Church) nor 
rebuke thee. For the mountains shall depart, and the 
hills be removed, but my kindness shall not depart from 
4hee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, 
Math ihe Lord, that hath mercy on thee. Where it is 
worthy our notice, that this whole eliapter is acknor- 
ledged, by the contents prefixed to it in the Protestant 
Bible, to have been spoken of the Gentile Church, to 

Which St. Paul himself applies the first verse of it Gal. 

TV. 27. 

Objection 10 — Protestants, to justify their revolt 
from the Church, pretend that God Almighty's covenant 
cf peace with his Church was not everlasting, and that 
hedid not promise that his sanctuary should be in the 
midst of his Church /or evermore. 

Their Bible, in pfain terms, contradicts both parts of 
this their assertion {Exeh. xxxvii. 26), where God 
Almighty, after having promised by his prophet the 
coming of Christ, and the establishment <<f his htegdom 
—that is, of his Church— tells ua, Moreover J will make 
a COVENANT OF PEACE vith them. Jt shall be on 
ZVEBi,ASTiNG COVENANT with them .' And I will place 



them, and multiply them, and will set mi sanctuary 

IH THE BIIIST OF TBEM FOR EVERMORE. 

Reply to 9 and 10 Protestants do not affirm 

these things. They hold that, though the Christian 
Church had fallen into grievous and damnable errors, it 
had never wholly revolted from God ; nor do they 
believe that the Almighty had ever cast her off. On tlie 
contrary, they believe tliat God's Spirit never abandoned 
his Church, since the fundamental points of Christianity 
were maintained, and the means of knowing God's will 
were preserved among Christians. Otherwise, the 
Eeformation — which was not any new revelation, but 
merely an assertion of the doctrine contained in the 
acknowledged Scriptures— could not have taken place. 
Just so God had not deserted the Church of Israel, 
amidst all its corruptions, as long as the means of sal- 
vation were preserved, and there was ever so obscure a 
remnant who used them. This abiding of God's Spirit, 
then, is the " couenant of peace" which he promised by 
his prophet to make with his Church — this is the 
" sanctuary" which he has set in the midst of them for 
evermore." 

Objection U Protestants deny that Christ's 

Church upon earth is always visible ; because they will 
have it, that for many ages, before their religion came 
in, there was no true visible Church upon earth. 

Their Bible, in many places, expressly assures us, 
that Christ's Church is always visible ; comparing it to 
o mountain upon the top of mountains, exposed to the view 
of all nations flowing unto it — Is. ii. 1, 2, 3, &c., and 
Micah iv. 1, 2. To a great mountain fiUing the whole 
earth. — Dan. ii. 35. To a city set on a hill which cannot be 
hid St. Matt. v. 14. 

Reply — Protestants do not deny that Christ's Church 
is, and always has been visible (see reply 10), but they 
hold that this visible Church consists, and has always 
consisted, of various communities or churches, acknowledg. 
ing one and the same invisible Governor, and called one 
in reference to him — the Lord Jesus Christ — whose 
'•body," this collective assembly, is called in Scripture, 
and concerning which the prophet said — "All nations 
shalliow into it." And accordingly they find Paul ad- 
dressing epistles to several distinct churches, without 
giving any hint of their being all subject to Eome. He 
says nothing of the kind, either in his Epistle to the 
Romans, or in his epistles to other churches. And the 
Apostle John, in the Book of Bevelations, addresses 
seven churches in Asia as distinct communities, subject 
only to their Divine Master. 

OuJEUTiuN 12 ^Protestants maintain, that the whole 

Church of Christ is not in one only society or religion ; 
but that many different sects, divided from each other 
in faith and communion, may nevertheless all belong 
to the Church of Christ. 

Their Bible plainly teaches the contrary, in which 
our Saviour tells us (St. John x. 16) — Other sheep I 
have which are not of this fold (viz., the Gentiles, who 
were then separated from the Jews), them also I must 
bring, and they shall hear my voice ; and there shall be 
ONE FOLD AND ONE SBEFHEBD. And St. Paul {Ephes. 
iv. 4, S) — There is one bost, and one spirit, as you 
are called in one hope of your calling, one Lord, one 
FAITH, one baptism. Nor, indeed, is it possible, ac- 
cording to the Scripture, that the Church of Christ 
should subsist, if she were split into many sects, di- 
vided from each other in faith and communion: For 
every kingdom divided against itself is brought to deso- 
lation ; and every city or house divided against itself 
shall not stand. — Matt. xii. 25. 

Reply — Protestants do indeed maintain (see reply 
1 1 and 7), that the Church of Christ is made up of dif. 
ferent churches, divided in respect of ordinances, but 
united in all fundamental points of faith, and there- 
fore belonging to the " one fold," under "one Shep- 
herd— Jcsns Christ." 

The quotation from Matt. xii. 26, 26, seems to'bave 
nothing at all to do with the subject of divisions in the 
Christian Church. It was an answer to those persons 
who were attributing the miracles of Christ — especially 
the casting out of devils — to Satan. If Satan allows 
his ministers (our Lord argued) to do the things belong. 
ing to the kingdom of God—" if. Satan cast out Satan," 
he is divided against himself, "how shall then his king- 
dom stand ?" for (v. 25) "every city or house divided 
against itself shall not stand." 

cTo be continned.) 



DR. MURRAY ON rSPALLIBILlTT. 
(Continned froni page 102.) 
It may possibly appear somewhat startling to our 
readers, that so eminent a Boman Catholic theologian 
as the Professor of Theology at Maynooth, should bare 
declared, in the passages we have quoted in extenso 
fWim his essay in another column, page 101, that 
watchfulness and prayer are the means, and the sole 
means, of " preserving the treasure of sound doctrine, 
when once possessed ;" and consequently, that the silence 
of St. Paul, with respect to the existence of an infallible 
anthoritj , as a ^eservative against the evils of heresy 
■^nd apostasy, arose simply from the fact, that to have 
referred to an infallible authority, as a security against 
the evils described and apprehended by St. Paul, would 



have been not only idle and impertinent, but actually 
pernicious. 

"It is written, "says Dr. M., "in the plainestcbarac- 
ten, in every page of the Gospel, ' Watch and pray, that 
ye enter not into temptation.' This is one of the simple 
elements of Christian morals ; no new appeal to infal- 
lible authority is necessary for Christian bishops to 
learn it. The danger to which they [i.t., those who 
already possessed the whole of sound doctrine in its 
purity] were to be exposed, was that of falling away 
from the truth — of losing the grace of faith ; and that 
grace is to be preserved, like every other, by avoiding 
the occasion of sin, by watching and prayer, and pas- 
toral supervision. These are the means established by 
God, and no other," therefore <' it would have been 
idle and impertinent in St. Paid to have made any refe- 
rence to a perpetual infallible tribunal, for recourse to 
a perpetual infallible tribunal is not the means, nor in 
any way a part of the means of overcoming the dangcts 
in question" — pp. 37, 38. 

With every word of this we can agree with Dr. M., 
and have no doubt but Archbishop "Whately and all 
sound Protestant divines would do so too ; and if 
this be sound Roman Catholic theology, and consistent 
with the doctrine of infallibility, as held by the Boman 
Catholic Church, we mustadmit that Archbishop Whate- 
ly 's argument from the silenceof St. Paul is greatly (so far 
as it is designed against the Church of Rome) weakened, 
if not answered, by Dr. Murray's reasoning. It is, how- 
ever, we think, something new to find an accredited 
teacher of the Church of Rome asserting that prayer 
and watchfulness are the means and the sole means of 
preserving and transmitting in their integrity the doc- 
trines of religion, when once they have been delivered 
in their fulness ; in other words, that, for the prevention 
and avoiding of heresy or schism, an appeal to a living 
infallible guide on earth is not only useless but in- 
jurious ; the chief boast and pride of the Church of 
Rome having hitherto been that by its infallibility, 
and that alone, unity can be secured to the Church or 
schism prevented ; and however the authorities of the 
Irish Boman Catholic Church may be induced to wink at 
Dr. Murray's argument, as a convenient mode of reply 
to a difficult Protestant objection, we are disposed to be- 
lieve that the Roman Catholic Church will never consent, 
in real truth, to allow her members to treat her boasted 
infaUible authority as superseded or needless, and to 
substitute for it the mere exercise of watchfulness and 
prayer (which every one can practise for himself) ; nor is 
it likely, we think, that the Roman Catholiclaity will con- 
sider that they derive much benefit or relief from risk 
and anxiety in following the teaching of an infallible 
guide, if they are once convinced by Dr. Marraytfaat 
they must, after all, still rely exclusively upon watchful- 
ness and prayer as the sole means of continuing in the 
true faith (just as if they were Protestants and had no 
such infallible guide to trust to as a preservative against 
error). 

That Dr. Murray himself does not, however, feel 
quite sure of the Catholicity of such a doctrine, and is 
anxious to leave himself a loophole to escape by, if need- 
ful, is evident from the same page (38) of his essay, in 
which it will be observed that he defines the ifunction of 
infallible authority to include preserving sound doc- 
trine, as well as defining, proposing, and teaching it. 
These are his words — ' ' The function of infallible autho- 
rity, as such, is to preserve, define, propose, teach sound 
doctrine, and proscribe erroneous doctrine." To be 
consistent with his argument, his sentence ought to 
have run thus — "The function of infallible authority, 
as such, is not to preserve but to define, propose, 
teach," &c. The passage as it stands is, in fact, contra- 
dictory of bis whole argument ; for if one of the func- 
tions of an infallible authority, as such, be to preserve 
sound doctrine, recourse to it would at least be a part 
(and if so, surely a most important part) of the means 
of overcoming the danger of falling away from the truth, 
and losing the grace of faith, which Dr. Murray, in the 
very same page, expressly denies to be the case. Is it 
not, therefore, plain, that Dr. Murray is obliged either 
to exclude " preserving sound doctrine" from the fiuic- 
tions of an infallible church, as he virtually does in this 
argument, or to admit that his reply to Arriibiafaap 
Whately is whony inconclusive and illogical? And 
before going further, we call on Dr. Murray to answer 
tliis plain question, suggested by his own inconsistent 
statements— does the function of an infallible authority, 
as such, include or exclude the preserving sound doctrine ? 
And upon what authority does he so define it either in 
one way or the other ? We confess, however, at the 
same time, that we do not see that Dr. Murray would 
get over .the difficulty, eiTen by cotreoting bis de- 
finition, and excluding from it the word " picaerv- 
ing," for it is also part of his definition of the funotions 
of infallible authority, as such, to " proscribe erroneous 
doctrine," and how it will be possible to hold that, 
while at the same time asserting that it is not any part 
of its functions to "preserve sound doctrine," and RtUl 
more, how it can be part of its functions to " teach," 
and no part of its functions to "preserve" sound doc- 
trine, exceeds our powers to conceive ; and if there be 
any such infallible tribunal autbonzed to le(rch sound 
doctrine, and proscribe erroneous doctrine, such a tribu- 



